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Chapter 28
SRI - THE SPIDER
Sage Bharadwaja asked Romasa to inform him about
the anecdote of the spider which attained salvation by
worshipping Sri Kalahasteeswara. Sage Romasa replied
that he would narrate the story of the spider which will
cleanse people of their sins.
On the banks of the River Tamraparni lived a noble
brahmin by name Satyasakha. As a result of the sins
committed by him in his previous birth he got a wicked
son. That boy discarded the brahminical ways as well as
his parents and relatives. He associated himself with the
weaver community and went from place to place. At last
he reached Konkan and was adopted by a rich weaver called
Patala who named the boy as Karamba. Karamba married
the daughter of another weaver and was engaged in
weaving and selling clothes. In due course Patala died.
Karamba duly performed the funeral ceremonies and gifted
away land, cow, bride (Kanya), milk/ ghee, jaggery, curds,
honey, sesame (til), green gram (moong), wheat etc. Further
he gave away foot wear, umbrella, gold, silver, bronze,
copper and also precious gems. He dug several wells and
tanks on road sides. As a result of his good deeds he
acquired a great fame. In course of time he came into contact
with atheists and spent his money on people who had no
belief in vedic religion. He never kept his promises to
brahmins. He thought that his happiness was due to
discarding the brahminical ways and associating himself
with atheists. He was proud of the weavers whose practices
he had adopted. In course of time he became old and when
he was in his death bed a brahmin approached him with a
request to gift him a cloth for his Sivalinga. Karamba was
pleased to give him a nice cloth. Soon he died thinking
about the fine art of weaving. As a result of his drinking